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One  of  the  most  notable  events  in  the  way  of  a  pub- 
lic entertainment  at  Missouri  Valley  College  was  on 
November  8,  19 12,  when  Felice  Lyne  gave  a  concert 
to  her  friends  in  Marshall  and  in  Saline  County.  Miss 
Lyne  was  reared  in  this  county,  and  since  she  has  at- 
tained such  prominence  in  the  music  world  as  an  in- 
terpreter of  classical  opera,  it  was  an  occasion  of  great 
gratification  to  have  her  in  our  midst  once  more,  as 
well  as  a  great  opportunity  to  hear  a  lady  who  has 
achieved  such  distinction  in  the  use  of  her  voice. 
Every  seat  in  Stewart  Chapel  was  taken,  and  all  the 
chairs  that  could  be  safely  placed  in  the  open  spaces 
were  taken,  and  there  was  demand  for  more.  Many 
came  in  on  the  train  from  nearby  towns  in  order  to 
hear  the  celebrated  artist,  and  also  to  meet  her  socially, 
for  the  occasion  was  not  only  one  of  enjoyment  of  the 
artists  singing,  but  afterwards  of  meeting  her  so- 
cially. Her  voice,  her  technique,  her  interpretation, 
and  the  modesty  of  her  manner  were  all  charming. 
Her  accompanist,  M.  Boguslawski,  was  only  second  to 
her  in  the  public  esteem.  He  is  a  marvelously  gifted 
artist  at  the  piano,  and  his  solos,  as  well  as  his  accom- 
paniments to  Miss  Lyne,  were  thoroughly  appreciated 
by  the  large  assembly. 

The  Faculty  Concert  on  December  5  in  Stewart 
Chapel  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  a  large  audience. 
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Professor  Fichthorn,  Miss  Lillian  Kreiser  and  Pro- 
fessor Vawter  gave  an  exhibition  of  musical  talent 
that  was  very  gratifying  to  all  the  friends  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  showed  that  Ave  not  only  have  first-class 
musical  teachers,  but  artists  as  well. 

Dean  Claude  L.  Fichthorn,  of  the  School  of  Music, 
will  spend  the  summer  in  Paris  studying  music.  He 
has  a  rare  opportunity  this  summer  and  will  return 
in  the  fall  to  his  work  with  added  equipment  as  well 
as  a  wider  experience  in  the  Old  World. 

Dr.  Black  has  been  appointed  to  read  a  paper  at 
the  Presbyterian  Alliance  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  June 
17th.  It  is  his  expectation  to  sail  about  the  7th  of 
June  and  to  return  in  July. 

Messrs.  Boone  Gregg,  Bourne  Mitchell  and  Edmond 
Rice,  the  Committee  on  Athletics  appointed  by  the 
Alumni  Association  at  last  commencement,  are  tak- 
ing up  plans  with  reference  to  the  support  of  the 
new  Athletic  Director  in  Missouri  Valley  College, 
Professor  Gisriel. 

The  Senior  party  given  by  President  and  Mrs.  Black 
to  the  Seniors  in  Missouri  Valley  College  was  this  year 
an  exceptionally  enjoyable  event.  There  was  a  large 
attendance  and  the  dormitory  boys  pulled  off  one  of 
the  best  "stunts"  that  has  ever  been  given  at  this  Senior 
reception  in  years.  The  entertainment  is  always 
unique,  and  this  year  it  was  more  unique  than  ever. 
A  little  farce  was  presented,  in  which  each  of  the 
characters  was  by  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
Seniors,  which  gave  the  farce  double  meaning,  and 
added  humor,  wholesome  and  high  grade. 
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THE  SUMMER  QUARTER. 

The  summer  quarter  will  open  June  2,  1913,  and 
continue  to  August  16,  1913.  In  addition  to  regular 
College  work  for  the  sake  of  students  who  wish  to 
complete  their  courses  in  less  than  four  years,  there 
will  be  the  usual  offering  to  teachers.  Students  of 
Missouri  Valley  College  and  elsewhere  who  have  been 
conditioned  in  their  work  and  desire  to  make  up  their 
conditions  will  find  opportunity  to  do  so  during  the 
summer  quarter.  Teachers  who  desire  to  make  them- 
selves more  proficient  would  do  well  to  come  to  Mis- 
souri Valley  College,  where  they  will  have  more  indi- 
vidual attention  and  can  accomplish  better  results  than 
if  they  were  in  attendance  where  the  classes  are  large 
and  the  teachers  overloaded  with  work. 

About  half-past  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Jan- 
uary 18,  some  negroes,  who  had  been  at  a  dance,  con- 
cluded to  break  into  Missouri  Valley  College  and  help 
themselves  to  alcohol  from  the  supply  in  the  labora- 
tory. There  were  four  of  the  negroes.  They  sup- 
plied themselves  with  an  ordinary  three-gallon  bucket 
and  dipperful,  besides  some  bottles  and  beakers  which 
they  had  filled.  As  they  lighted  their  way  through 
the  corridor  by  matches,  their  clothing  caught  fire, 
burning  two  of  the  negroes,  one  fatally  and  the  other 
probably  so,  setting  the  building  on  fire  at  the  foot 
of  the  main  stairway,  and  but  for  the  timely  arrival 
at  half-past  four  in  the  morning  of  Superintendent  W. 
F.  McDaniel  the  building  would  have  been  burned. 
Comparatively  little  damage  was  done,  however,  as 
the  College  hose  soon  extinguished  the  flames  and  the 
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dormitory    boys    and    the    janitor    gave    prompt    and 
efficient  assistance. 

The  case  of  Missouri  Valley  College  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Missouri  came  up  for  a  hearing  Jan- 
uary 23,  1913.  The  lower  court  had  found  in  favor 
of  the  union,  and  had  dismissed  the  bill  for  want  of 
jurisdiction.  The  argument  before  the  Supreme  Court 
was  participated  in  by  Judge  Williams,  Judge  Gaut, 
Judge  Suddath,  and  Virgil  V.  Huff  for  our  side,  and 
by  Judge  Caldwell  and  Judge  Reynolds  for  the  anti- 
unionists.  The  Odell  Avenue  Church  case  was  also 
argued  on  the  same  date.  Our  lawyers  made  a  mas- 
terly presentation  of  the  case  and  we  are  hopeful  for 
a  decision  in  favor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  It  is 
impossible,  however,  to  forecast  decisions  of  this 
sort.  We  hope  a  decision  may  be  reached  by  the  Court 
within  two  months.  They  may  reach  it  sooner  and 
they  may  require  longer  time.  The  Court  is  divided 
against  itself.  Of  the  three  old  members  who  are 
left,  two  are  in  favor  of  the  validity  of  the  union, 
while  one,  who  wrote  the  former  opinion,  is  against  it. 
There  are  four  new  members  whose  minds  are  yet  to 
be  made  up  on  the  subject.  In  case  a  decision  should 
be  against  the  Unionists,  there  will  be  an  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  where  we 
hope  for  ultimate  justice. 

Every  alumnus  of  Missouri  Valley  College  should 
read  on  another  page  the  article  on  "The  Alumni  Prob- 
lem, "  which  is  furnished  by  the  Alumni  Committee  of 
the  Athletic  Association,  composed  of  Messrs.  Gregg, 
Mitchell  and  Rice. 
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The  pupils  of  the  School  of  Music  gave  a  most 
excellent  concert  on  January  23rd  before  an  excep- 
tionally good  audience,  which  thoroughly  appreciated 
the  good  work  which  the  young  people  did. 

The  music  faculty  gave  a  concert  at  Slater,  Mis- 
souri, in  January,  which  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by 
the  splendid  audience. 

The  College  Glee  Club,  composed  of  sixteen  young 
men,  and  the  College  Orchestra  gave  an  entertainment 
at  Blackburn,  January  31st.  The  boys  were  thor- 
oughly appreciated.  They  reported  an  enthusiastic 
time,  and  that  if  they  had  had  more  numbers  with 
them  to  answer  encores  they  would  have  been  in  de- 
mand, for  the  people  were  hard  to  satisfy  because  of 
their  desire  for  more  of  the  boys'  kind  of  music.  Dean 
Fichthorn  is  thoroughly  gratified  with  the  work  they 
are  doing. 


"THE  ALUMNI  PROBLEM." 

Starting  with  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin,  the  Alumni 
will  hereafter  have  a  page,  coming  to  you  at  intervals 
throughout  the  year,  keeping  you  in  touch  with  what 
the  Alumni  is  doing  from  time  to  time  to  earn  and 
hold  your  co-operation. 

You  all  are  aware  that  attention  properly  secured 
and  sustained  ripens  into  interest;  interest  properly 
augmented  changes  to  desire,  and  desire  intensified 
changes  into  decision  and  action. 

These  are  the  effects  that  we  are  striving  to  produce 
by  means  of  this  page  in  the  quarterly  bulletin  and 
circular  letters  that  will  come  to  you   from  time  to 
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time.  We  are  going  to  make  these  so  interetsing  that 
they  will  create  a  desire  in  the  Alumni  that  will  pro- 
duce a  decision  to  aid  in  Missouri  Valley's  advance- 
ment. 

The  success  of  any  institution  is  the  sum  of  the 
successes  of  individuals  comprising  that  institution. 

The  Alumni  of  Missouri  Valley  College  has  been  a 
negative  force,  a  force  that  did  not  aid  in  any  way 
the  institution's  advancement.  We  have  proven  our- 
selves inefficient  or  unsuccessful.  Let  us  awake  and 
throw  off  this  mantle  of  lethargy  which  has  surrounded 
us  these  twenty -two  years  and  become  a  positive  force, 
a  power  that  will  be  felt  throughout  the  radius  of 
this  College's  influence,  and  even  extend  this  radius; 
in  other  words,  Succeed. 

There  are  four  stages  in  the  road  of  achievement, 
the  decision,  the  start,  the  "sticktuittiveness"  and  the 
finish. 

The  decision  that  the  Alumni  should  become  a  fac- 
tor in  the  future  history  of  Missouri  Valley  College 
was  made  by  a  man  whom  to  know  was  to  love,  our 
President.  After  returning  from  the  East  in  the  year 
1909  and  having  seen  there  the  outcome  of  an  Alumni 
working  harmoniously  with  the  Board  of  Trustees,  he 
came  to  the  decision  that  M.  V.  C.  was  ripe  for  such  a 
move.  The  Alumni  that  were  so  situated  that  they 
could  convene  at  Marshall  were  invited  to  his  home 
to  spend  the  evening,  and  there  he  unfolded  to  them 
his  plans  and  hopes. 

The  start  was  made  and  an  Alumni  Council  was  ap- 
pointed, whose  privilege  it  was  to  meet  with  the  Board 
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of  Trustees  and  discuss  plans  whereby  the  College 
might  grow  and  prosper. 

The  power  of  meeting  with  the  Board  of  Trustees 
has  been  gained,  and  now  that  we  have  some  voice  in 
the  destiny  of  M.  V.  C.  are  we  going  to  sit  idly  by  and 
see  it  go  on  and  on  without  advancing? 

We  must  make  a  business  proposition  out  of  it  and 
not  let  ourselves  be  governed  by  boyhood  fancies  or 
sentimental  reasons;  forget  the  past  and  lend  our 
thoughts  to  what  will  make  M.  V.  C.  greater. 

When  we  have  once  found  an  improvement  which 
we  all  agree  that  will  advance  the  standard  of  our 
school,  we  must  stay  by  it  and  see  it  to  the  finish. 

When  we  have  pulled  through  one  improvement, 
then  our  path  will  be  clearer,  our  way  easier  to  trod, 
and  M.  V.  C.  will  be  on  its  way  to  a  future  beyond 
all  our  expectations. 

It  is  our  desire  to  make  M.  V.  C.  a  power  among 
the  institutions  of  this  state,  and  its  power  is  only 
proportionate  to  the  power  of  the  individuals  asso- 
ciated with  it,  who  are  exerting  their  force  in  its  be- 
half. We  are  associated  with  it,  but  are  we  exerting 
our  force  in  its  behalf? 

WATCH  ALUMNI  PAGE. 

S.  Boone  Gregg, 

J.   Bourne   Mitchell, 

W.  Edmund  Rice, 

Committee. 
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A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  MISSOURI  TRAIN- 
ING SCHOOL. 

Much  effort  is  being  put  forth  these  days  to  find 
out  causes  of  delinquency.  This  paper  embodies  the 
results  of  an  effort  to  ascertain  something  of  the 
antecedents  of  the  boys  now  in  the  Missouri  Training 
School,  popularly  known  as  the  Reform  School. 
Blanks  were  printed  by  the  boys  of  the  school  in  the 
printing  department.  They  were  filled  out  under  the 
general  supervision  of  Superintendent  J.  D.  Wilson 
and  his  assistants  by  three  hundred  and  thirty-three 
white  boys  of  the  institution.  The  boys  are  very  loyal 
to  Superintendent  Wilson  and  are  earnest  in  their 
efforts  to  make  the  school  an  ideal  one,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  confident  that  information  asked  for  was 
truthfully  given. 

Probably  the  most  striking  feature  of  the  results 
obtained  is  that  they  are  not  very  striking.  Public 
opinion  is  somewhat  exaggerated  as  to  causes  of  de- 
linquency and  crime.  Social  workers  are  prone  to 
ascribe  too  much  weight  to  certain  unfortunate  con- 
ditions that  have  come  under  their  particular  notice 
several  times.  In  other  words,  there  has  been  a  ten- 
dency in  this  as  in  all  other  fields  of  investigation  to 
deduce  general  truths  from  too  few  particulars. 

The  number  of  children  in  a  family  seems  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  failure  of  any  member  of  that 
family  to  make  good.  Out  of  325  boys  reporting,  26 
were  "only"  children,  41  came  from  families  of  two 
children,  57  from  families  of  three  children,  58  from 
families  of  four  children,  42  from  families  of  five  chil- 
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dren,  34  from  families  of  six  children,  31  from  fam- 
ilies of  seven  children,  13  from  families  of  eight  chil- 
dren, and  25  from  families  having  more  than  eight 
children.  The  average  number  of  children  in  the  fam- 
ilies represented  there  is  4.5. 

Three  hundred  and  two  boys  answered  the  inquiry 
as  to  church  membership  of  their  parents  as  follows : 
Roman  Catholic,  81;  Protestant,  165;  Jewish,  4;  not 
members  of  any  church,  52.  If  either  parent  was  a 
member  of  any  church,  that  church  was  counted  in  the 
above. 

Contrary  to  current  talk  of  some  of  the  many  who 
jump  at  conclusions,  attendance  at  Sunday  school  was 
not  sufficient  to  keep  the  boy  in  the  path  of  right- 
eousness. All  boys  answered  the  question,  "Did  you 
attend  Sunday  school  before  you  came  here?"  The 
answers  were:     Yes,  185;  no,  104;  "sometimes/'  36. 

Nor  was  the  report  on  school  grade  last  attended 
very  significant.  Twenty-two  reported  first  grade,  28, 
second  grade;  61,  third  grade;  53,  fourth  grade;  50, 
fifth  grade;  45,  sixth  grade;  25,  seventh  grade;  33, 
eighth  grade.  It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  particular  no- 
tice, however,  that  only  eight  of  the  325  reporting  ever 
attended  a  high  school. 

Eighty  per  cent  of  the  boys  stated  that  they  used 
tobacco  before  coming  to  the  institution.  In  nearly 
every  case  this  meant  that  the  boy  was  addicted  to  the 
cigarette  habit. 

The  occupation  of  the  father  of  the  unfortunate  boys 
seems  to  suggest  that  certain  planes  of  living  are  not 
provocative  of  ideals.    The  general  tone  of  the  reports 
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of  the  43  farmer  boys  leads  one  to  suspect  that  they 
were  not  of  the  prosperous  type  of  farmers.  Crafts- 
men, by  which  is  meant  men  having  a  trade  and  so  in 
some  degree  skilled  laborers,  have  89  boys  in  the 
Training  School ;  common  laborers  have  61 ;  business 
men,  including  two  saloonkeepers,  have  20;  fathers 
whose  occupation  call  them  away  from  home,  such  as 
salesmen,  railroad  men,  etc.,  are  represented  by  44 
boys,  while  men  of  the  professions  have  only  6.  Of 
these  last  mentioned  one  is  the  son  of  a  musician,  one 
of  a  teacher,  two  of  ministers  and  two  of  lawyers. 

The  importance  to  the  cliild  of  a  father  and  mother 
is  shown  by  the  large  number  of  boys  coming  from 
disrupted  homes.  Both  father  and  mother  of  168  of 
the  boys  are  living,  but  only  127  live  together.  Forty- 
eight  have  only  father  living  and  73  have  only  mother 
living,  while  41  report  both  parents  dead.  Sixty-one 
per  cent,  therefore,  have  no  home  that  is  even  nom- 
inally complete. 

Out  of  324  reporting,  231  were  convicted  of  some 
crime  which  violated  the  rights  of  property,  chiefly 
stealing.  It  does  not  appear  that  these  offenses  were 
committeed  because  of  want  except  in  a  negligible 
number  of  instances.  A  desire  for  something  for 
which  there  was  no  logical  need  led  to  crime  unre- 
strained as  the  desire  was  by  proper  recognition  of  the 
rights  of  others.  Delinquency  was  the  charge  against 
53  others.  This  meant,  in  most  cases,  a  violation  of 
the  compulsory  school  law.  The  remaining  26  of  those 
reporting  were  accused  of  crimes  varying  from 
vagrancy  to  arson  and  murder. 
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Naturally  many  could  give  no  opinion  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  their  wrongdoing.  Of  the  240  that  made 
replies,  however,  the  causes  mentioned  by  162,  or  67 
per  cent,  could  be  summed  up  under  no  other  name 
than  that  of  "bad  company."  Idleness,  wanderlust, 
novels,  picture  shows  and  "not  minding  mother"  were 
other  causes  which  received  dishonorable  mention. 

Only  86  boys  gave  their  home  address  as  a  country 
community  of  Missouri,  or  a  Missouri  town  of  under 
five  thousand  population.  Of  these  40  came  from  the 
farm. 

Assuming  that  a  normal  home  is  one  in  which  father 
and  mother  are  living  together,  that  at  least  one  of 
them  is  a  member  of  a  church  and  that  the  children 
go  to  Sunday  School,  that  there  is  no  drunkenness 
there  and  that  circumstances  are  such  that  notwith- 
standing other  defects,  the  boy  should  enter  the  fomrth 
school  grade  before  being  taken  into  custody  by  the 
state — assuming  all  this  and  allowing  the  boy  to  use 
tobacco  in  any  form,  302  of  the  333  white  boys  of  the 
Missouri  Training  School  came  from  abnormal  homes 
or  from  no  homes  at  all.  The  remaining  31  were  all 
products  of  city  life  which  will  no  doubt  continue  to 
be  "the  good  life"  for  those  who  master  it  and  the 
bad  life  for  the  underlings. 

These  are  the  days  when  home,  school  and  church 
are  criticised  for  their  failure  to  reach  the  boy.  It  is 
certain  that  either  heredity  or  some  environment  which 
these  institutions  have  not  controlled  has  given  the 
boys  of  the  Training  School  low  ideals  to  begin  with. 
Hardly  a  boy,  according  to  the  reports,  had  an  ambi- 
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tion  to  do  anything  above  the  spectacular  or  the  mer- 
cenary. Not  one  reported  an  ambition  that  could  be 
called  altruistic. 

It  is  clear,  however,  that  upon  practically  no  one  of 
them  was  there  brought  the  combined  influence  of 
church,  school  and  home.  In  nearly  every  case  one  of 
these  great  forces  in  modern  society  was  wanting.  It 
cannot  be  determined  whether  the  want  of  these  in- 
fluence, they  failed  to  respond  to  the  interest  and  the 
the  school  and  the  church,  but  it  is  evident  that,  grant- 
ing that  the  boy  came  within  the  radius  of  their  in- 
fluence, they  failed  to  respond  to  the  interest  and  the 
needs  of  the  boy. 

When  homes  are  made  as  attractive  to  the  boy  as 
the  street,  when  schools  become  as  satisfying  as  active 
labor,  when  churches  appeal  as  strongly  as  the  pool  hall; 
when  all  three  of  these  good  influences  working  togeth- 
er recognize  the  boy  with  his  activities,  his  visions  and 
his  dreams  as  valuable  material  upon  which  to  expend 
their  energies,  then  the  boy  problem  will  have  been 
solved,  and  the  boy,  otherwise  destined  to  delinquency, 
wrill  have  become  a  wonderful  asset  instead  of  a 
dreaded  liability. 

Isaac  Newton  Evrard,  Dean  M.  V.  C. 
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The  Alumni  of  the  College  should  magnify  the  po- 
sition of  influence  which  the  Board  of  Trustees  has 
given  them  in  their  representatives,  the  Alumni  Coun- 
cil. It  is  earnestly  desired  that  they  shall  next  year 
give  the  Council  hearty  co-operation  and  support  in 
securing  new  students  for  the  College. 


